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“Confident Christianity”      Text – Hebrews 10:35-39       OT Reading – 2 Chron 20:1-30


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Most of you here today will know that we have been working through the book of Habakkuk in our morning sermons.  
And last Sunday, as we looked at chapter 2, we heard God encourage believers who were struggling with wickedness and evil all around them by saying, “The righteous will live by his faith.”  
And we noted that these words are quoted three times in the NT; in Romans, Galatians, and in this Hebrews passage.  

Well, today provides us with a double reason to leave Habakkuk for a moment and to explore one of those quotes a little further.  
	Firstly, today is Reformation Sunday.  
	On this day, in the year 1517, a monk named Martin Luther made a public protest against the practise of selling indulgences.  
	At that time, you see, the church believed that the souls of most believers who died did not go to heaven but to purgatory.  And there they would undergo all sorts of pain in order to pay for the sins they had committed on earth, before being released to heaven.  

And the teaching of the church, which coincided with the need to raise millions of dollars for the building of St. Peter’s in Rome, was that if you handed over some money to the church and performed certain rituals, you could shorten the amount of time you or a loved one spent in purgatory.  
	For instance, behind the church door in Wittemburg, where Luther made his protest, was a vast collection of supposed relics; bits of the cross, bones of saints, cups from which martyrs had drunk, etc.  And according to the church, the combined value of those relics meant that every saint who made a pilgrimage to that church, and a donation, received an indulgence certificate guaranteeing that their time in purgatory would be shortened by 1,902,202 years and 270 days.  
	Well, Luther was horrified and disgusted by this practise which was clearly a rip off dressed up in ‘holy’ language.  So Luther wrote down 95 reasons or objections to this terrible practise and went and nailed it to the door of the church.  
	Now, he wrote the document in Latin as a complaint to the church.  But it was immediately taken down by others and translated in to German and published far and wide.  
	And it was this document, by and large, which began the movement known as the Protestant Reformation, which we mark today.  
	Luther sought the reform of the church according to the teaching of the Bible, which, incidentally, is why our church is known as a Reformed church.  

And one of the key texts of the Bible that dramatically influenced the life and thought of Martin Luther was another of those Habakkuk 2:4 quotes in Romans 1: “The righteous will live by his faith.”  
	So that’s the first reason we consider this text in Hebrews today.  


	The second is what we saw a little earlier in our service; the profession of faith of Esbe and Hendrik.  
	These two young people, who were born into homes where faith reigned, who have been taught the things of God since their earliest days, have stood, today, before the Lord and His people, and publicly testified of their faith in Jesus Christ.  
	In the midst of a world that laughs at and mocks the Christian faith, they have claimed it as their own.  
	Despite ‘competition’ from all sorts of other beliefs and religions, they have made a public declaration of their desire to be numbered amongst those called followers of Jesus Christ; The righteous who live by faith.  


And these two events together combine as the reasons why it is good for us to focus our attention on the words of Hebrews 10:35-39 so that we may all be challenged and encouraged in regards to the life of faith.

	Well, v35 begins with the word “so” or “therefore” in our English translations.  And in the Bible, that means that a statement is about to be made that looks back to what has already been said.  So let’s firstly spend a few moments considering the context of vv35-39.  
	In the wider context, the author of Hebrews writes most likely as a minister to his congregation with one chief concern in view: He did not want the previously bold, confident, zealous, and committed members of his flock to become a lukewarm, vision-less, introverted, and largely useless bunch of believers, or, worse still, apostates who had turned their back on the Lord Jesus Christ.  
	And so, to these Jewish Christians, with a mixture of church history and theology, he has been painting a glorious picture of Jesus Christ as the superior one.  
	Taking every one of the key tenets of the Jewish faith, he has carefully shown how vastly superior Jesus is to every one of them: Angels, Moses, Aaron, the sacrificial system – Jesus trumps them all.  


	So now, as we come to the narrow context, beginning at 10:19, the author has begun with the ‘so what’ of his argument.
	Because in Jesus Christ we have a vastly superior basis for faith and life, let us do this and this and this and let us not do that and that and that.  
	To these struggling Christians, he says, If every God-fearing Jew was to remain faithful despite hardship, persecution, and even exile how much more should you, as the beneficiaries of Jesus Christ, persevere to the end?  
	And then, negatively, from vv26-31, he warns them about the punishment that came to those who rejected the Lord in the OT administration, finishing by saying, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”  

And positively, in vv32-34, he urges them to remember their former zeal and why they loved and served the Lord with such passion.  

	And now, he wants them to again see the reasons for this kind of passionate, zealous Christian living.  


So let’s see in these verses that timid Christians receive vital reasons to live by faith.  
And there are three reasons put before us: Firstly, from vv35-36, the Certainty of Reward; secondly, from vv37, the Certainty of Parousia; and thirdly, from vv38-39, the Certainty of Salvation.

Firstly then, timid Christians receive vital reasons to live by faith as they are pointed to the certainty of reward.

The author of Hebrews says, “So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.  You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised.”
	Let’s look briefly, then, at the words of these two verses.  
	Firstly, “confidence.”  
	Now, what we are talking about here is not faith itself but one of the fruits of faith, confidence.  
	Perhaps the following illustration will help us to see this.  
	Consider a woman who is terrified of flying.  She almost has to be forced to go onto the plane.  She has her seat belt buckled twenty minutes before take-off.  And you know how the flight attendant asks every one to pay attention to the safety instructions even if they fly regularly, but almost no one does?  Well she listens to every word and even takes notes!  She has no faith in the ability of the plane to get her to her destination. But then she starts reading a magazine and her attitude begins to change.  Eventually, she unbuckles her seat belt, has some lunch, and pretty soon is chatting away to the person next to her, and thinking about booking another trip on a plane.  Why the change?  Is the plane different at 13,000 metres above sea level than it was on the ground?  No. Of course not.  What has changed is her faith in airplanes.  You see, the magazine she has been reading is all about the safety record of airplanes.  And the more she has learned about the object of faith, the plane, the more confident she has become in the ability of the plane to get her to her destination.  
	True faith produces confidence.  


	Well, this is the fourth time that the author has used this word in Hebrews.  
	We have talked before about the sacrificial system of the OT and of the High Priest who went into the inner room of the temple, the Holy of Holies, just once a year.  
	And when he went in he had a rope tied around his waist that trailed all the way out, so that if he died in there, he could be hauled out since no one else was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies but the High priest.  
	And from this, we can safely state that the very idea of approaching God and an attitude of confidence would not have been conceived of as even possibly having anything to do with each other by the Jews.  
	No one, in the OT, came before God with confidence.  
	But here in Hebrews, NT believers are commanded, twice, to approach God with confidence – Hebrews 4:16 and 10:19.  


	Well, these Hebrew Christians had demonstrated this confidence before God in the past, but were now in danger of losing their confidence; of throwing it away, like a jacket that was no longer wanted.  
	That’s what the author speaks of in v32: “Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.”  
	Remember that confidence you had, then, he is saying, and don’t throw it away, now!  


	Esbe and Hendrik, you have made a confident profession of faith today.  You could probably walk out of here and face anything, do anything, or say anything for Jesus.  Your head and your heart are filled with Jesus.  You want the world to know that you love Jesus.  
	But maybe tomorrow or the next day or next year, trials will come.  
	You will be challenged about your faith.  

You will be called upon to suffer for your faith.  
Those you look up to will let you down.  
	The glorious church you read of in the Bible will look like a bunch of uncaring, loveless, and selfish people.  
	People you hold dear may be taken from you.  


	And then will come the temptation to throw away your confidence.  
	You will be tempted to take your eyes off Jesus, who never changes, and look to things or circumstances or people who change all the time.  


	C.S. Lewis once said, “Faith is the art of holding on to things your reason has once accepted, in spite of your changing moods.”  
	And those who have walked the pathway of faith for longer than you will testify as to how difficult this can be.  
	How often, people of God, do we go from being those who know a joy in the Lord to being grumpy believers because of this or that or the other thing?
	Well Jesus never changes!  So don’t throw away your confidence.


	And the reason the author of Hebrews makes this demand is because confidence “will be richly rewarded.”  
	Those who persevere; who do the will of God; who keep His commands; who press on regardless of persecution, suffering, trial, hardship, pain, scorn, or loss “will receive what [God] has promised.”  
	In Matthew 5:11-12, Jesus said, “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven.”  

Matthew 16:27, “For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with His angels, and then He will reward each person according to what he has done.”  

	And just in case any of us are tempted to question whether or not it is right for believers to persevere for the sake of reward, cast your eyes down the page or over the page to 11:24.  
	There in the list of the heroes of faith, we read about Moses.  “By faith Moses,” it says, did this, v24, and that, v25, and this, the first half of v26.  Why?  “Because he was looking ahead to his reward.”  

And what was the reward he and the other OT believers sought?  
	Well, that is answered by 11:16: “They were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.”  
	The believer’s reward is heaven, the victor’s crown, the crown of righteousness, the crown of glory, the crown of life, an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade, treasure.  All of these are just a sample of the words the Bible uses to give us some idea of the glorious reward that awaits those who live in the confidence of faith.


	People of God, we live in a culture that’s philosophy is buy now, pay later.  The life of faith, however, is about sacrifice now, reward later!  


timid Christians receive vital reasons to live by faith as they are pointed to the certainty of reward.  But secondly, they are pointed also to the certainty of the Parousia.

Well firstly, by way of explanation, the word Parousia is the Greek word used to describe the Second coming of Jesus.  The Bible frequently talks about the Parousia of Christ, or the coming of Christ.  

	And from vv37-38, it is clear that one of the reasons why these Hebrew Christians were struggling to live in the confidence produced by faith was that they had hoped and prayed that Jesus would come again, soon, as He had promised.  But as the weeks and months and even years went by, they were starting to wonder about the certainty of this promise.  
	It was possible to bear up in the face of adversity; to endure persecution even, if Jesus might return at any minute and end it all.  
	But one Roman Emperor bent on killing off the Christian faith had been replaced by another Roman Emperor who was even more vicious in his persecutions, and still there was no sign of the Parousia. 


	And perhaps we, more than them, have even more reason to wonder about the certainty of this promise.  
	Roughly 2000 years have gone by since Jesus said, “I am coming soon.”  
	And as we noted last week, it seems that our definition of soon and Jesus’ definition of soon don’t quite match up in meaning!  
	The sun came up today, we expect it do so tomorrow, and the next day after that.  
	It very much seems as if life will just go on.  
	Indeed, those who laugh at Christianity seem to be on safe ground as all this talk of an imminent Parousia and judgment doesn’t appear to amount to anything.  


	And yet, here you are, Esbe and Hendrik, joining the rest of us in declaring that you are absolutely certain that Jesus will soon come down from heaven to judge the living and the dead.  
	And so convinced of this fact are you that you don’t just want it to be a private conviction, you want the whole world to know that that you have faith in Jesus’ promise.  


	Well, like the author of Hebrews, and like all of those Christians who have gone before you, I hope and trust that your certain hope in the Parousia is grounded in your knowledge of the past.  
	You see, the author of Hebrews, in calling his readers to this certainty, points them to church history. 
	He knows the benefit of studying history to be better equipped for the future! 

And so, he quotes Habakkuk, who lived some 700 years before he did.  
	For Habakkuk, writing about the judgment of exile that was soon to come to the people of Israel, said, Do not fear.  God has promised that salvation will come.  And even though the years roll by, you may be sure that God’s promises will come true.  


	But Habakkuk pointed to the certainty of the promise.  
	He said, “Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.”  


	The author of Hebrews, however, knowing how OT prophecy often had a double fulfillment that looked firstly to the ‘narrow’ blessing to Israel, and then, through that, to the ‘wider’ blessing for all God’s people in Jesus, explicitly connects this prophecy to Jesus when he says, “HE who is coming will come and will not delay.”  
	Thus, his message is this: Just as God’s promise came true for OT Israel, know for sure that the promise of Jesus will come true for you!  “I am coming soon.”


	People of God, we live in a society that is obsessed with a lust for possessions.  What is important is what is now and what I can touch.  Promises mean nothing.  But the Christian rejoices in what is in store for Him in heaven according to the promises of God.  
	His faith is not in the things of now, that need replacement batteries, or to be rebuilt after earthquakes, or that rust, but in the heavenly possessions that never perish, spoil, or fade!  
	And this is why “the righteous will live by his faith.”  


	You see, nothing will help you endure the setbacks, the losses, and the trials of earth more than faith in the certainty of the Parousia.  
	Listen to these words from 1 Peter 1, “[Trials] have come so that your faith … may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”  

Listen to the promise of Jesus in John 14:3, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”

	Esbe and Hendrik, Jesus is coming soon!  Live each day expecting Him to come.  Think of each day as the last.  Endure in the confidence of faith in the Parousia!


Finally and briefly though, in addition to the certainty of reward and the certainty of Parousia, timid Christians are pointed to the certainty of salvation as a further reason to live by faith.

As the quote from Habakkuk continues, we read, “And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him.”  
Having commanded us as NT believers to know God, to approach God, and to live for God in the confidence of faith, having spoken of the certainty of reward and the coming of Jesus, we are told that God takes no pleasure in timid, half-hearted, faithless Christianity.  
In terms of these Hebrew Christians who lived each day under the threat of starvation, torture, or death, v32ff reveals that God took pleasure in them when they stood their ground, stood side by side with those being persecuted, and “joyfully accepted the confiscation of their property.”  
For then they lived by faith.

In 1521, Martin Luther was summoned by Pope Leo to attend the Diet of Worms where he would be ordered to recant his views under threat of excommunication.  Heading to the Diet, Luther had no doubt that he went to his death, but still he went.  Knowing the significance of Luther’s views, the Pope had asked the Emperor himself, Charles V, to act as judge.  Luther was examined by the Archbishop of Trier.  And yet, before the assembled powers of the world, Luther said, “My conscience is captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  Here I stand.  I cannot do otherwise.  So help me God.  Amen.”  
Luther refused to shrink back.  Luther lived by faith. 

Esbe and Hendrik, people of God, maybe tomorrow you too will find yourself in a situation where your faith is tested.  
It may be something small like an opportunity to speak about Jesus.  
It may be something large if outright persecution once again becomes popular as it most certainly will, sooner or later.  

Will you live by faith or will you shrink back?  
Will you, like Peter, look to Jesus Christ and walk on water, or will you look at the waves and start to sink?  
Will you do great things for Jesus in the confidence of faith, or will you crumble, complain, and cause God to be displeased as you shrink back? 

We need to end, though, by noting the powerful words of warning and encouragement in the last verse of this passage.  And we need to do so because these words remind us that the power of faith rests not in the one who has faith, but in the one who is the object of faith – Jesus Christ.  
But firstly the warning: The author of Hebrews says, “But we are not those who shrink back and are destroyed.”  
And the warning in these words is an implied warning; the implication being that many are – many shrink back and are destroyed.  
It could be that some of you here today have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ, but shrink back from putting your faith in Jesus.  You are unwilling to believe in someone who you cannot see.  
Others may have flirted with faith, but are no longer sure if it is all it is cracked up to be.  

Well, the message of the Word of God to you today is that if you are one of these – those who shrink back, you will be destroyed.  
Unless you repent of your sins and put your faith in Jesus, you will burn, eternally, in the fires of hell.  
And remember, Jesus is coming back soon.  You must repent now while there is time.

But to those whose faith is firmly fixed on Jesus, these closing words are words of great comfort: “We are not those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.”  
Oh, we may be so timid on occasions.  
We may be such poor examples of confident Christianity.  
We may fail to take hold of opportunities to confidently testify to our faith in Jesus.  
We may give in to the pressure of the crowd.  
We may give the impression that we are joyless.  
We may give in to the lure of temptation.  
We may, at times, be too attached to the things of this world.  

“But we are not those who shrink back AND ARE DESTROYED but of those who believe and are saved.”  
And why is this so?  It is so not because of the strength of our faith or anything that we do or have done, but because of the one who our faith is fixed upon, Jesus.  
For He said in John 6:38-39, “I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of Him who sent me.  And this is the will of Him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.”  
He said in John 10:27-28, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish.”  

Therefore, the promise of Jesus Christ that you will be rewarded, the certainty of His promise that He will come again, soon, and the certainty of the salvation that He has worked in you are the reasons why you can live in the confidence of faith.  

The church father, Augustine, said, “Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.  

Esbe and Hendrik, today you have professed your faith in Jesus.  And all those whose faith is in Jesus Christ may no for certain, that though you do not see Him now, you will see Him in heaven!  Soli Deo Gloria!  To God alone be the glory!  Amen.

